Platelet-activating factor in the CNS.
Platelet-activating factor (PAF) is a phospholipid synthesized in a variety of cells throughout the body. Platelet-activating factor has been identified in the CNS and has a number of diverse physiological and pathological functions. It has been shown to be a modulator of many CNS processes, ranging from long-term potentiation (LTP) to neuronal differentiation. Excessive levels of PAF appear to play an important role in neuronal cell injury, such as that resulting from ischaemia, inflammation, human immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV) and meningitis. The beneficial effects of PAF receptor antagonists are many and give rise to possible therapeutic strategies for neurotrauma.